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Thundershower likely over Port
Blair. Maximum and Minimum
temperature  will be around 32°C
and 26°C respectively on Friday
17/04/2020.
Maximum Temperature (°C) of Date: 32.6
Minimum Temperature (°C) of Date: 25.2
Relative Humidity(%) at 0830 IST 072
Relative Humidity(%) at 1730 IST 090
Sunrise Time for tomorrow (in IST): 0507
Sunset Time for tomorrow (in IST): 1731
Rainfall upto 0830 hrs of date (last 24 hrs)- in mm: 000.8
Rainfall upto 1730 hrs of date in mm: 000.0
Rainfall (Progressive total from 1st January 2.7 upto
0830 hrs (of date) in mm

“It is health that is real
wealth and not pieces of

gold and silver.”

...the Largest Circulating Daily of  the Islands

Since 1920s the Oldest Daily...

DO NOT PAY HEED TO RUMOURS ON CORONA VIRUS: CLARIFY YOUR DOUBTS
BY DIALING STATE HELPLINE NO: 03192-232102

 g-
¼,Mfejy ns- dq- tks'kh½

ihoh,l,e] ,oh,l,e] okbZ,l,e] ,u,e] oh,l,e ¼v-izk-½
mi jkT;iky

vaMeku rFkk fudksckj }hilewg
,oa mik/;{k] }hi fodkl ,tsalh

I;kjs }hiokfl;ksa]
vkt gekjs fy;s ,d egRoiw.kZ fnu gS tc }hiksa

esa COVID - 19 ds laØe.k ls xzflr lHkh 11 Positive
cases recovered Js.kh esa vk x;s gSa] gkykafd Quarantine
Protocols ds rgr vHkh vkus okys dqN fnuksa rd
muds LokLF; ij fuxjkuh tkjh jgsxhA bldk iwjk Js;
gekjs lefiZr LokLF; dfeZ;ksa dks tkrk gS ftUgksaus fnu
& jkr Lo;a dh lqj{kk o vius ifjokjksa dh fpark fd;s
fcuk ;g lqfuf'pr fd;k fd ;g positive cases iwjh
rjg ls recovery izkIr dj ldsaA gesa vkxs vkSj Hkh

lans'k

vf/kd lpsr jguk gS D;ksafd iwjs fo'o esa laØe.k dk [krjk vHkh c<+ gh jgk
gS o gesa iz;kljr jguk gS fd dksbZ Hkh positive case gekjs }hilewg esa vkxs u
gks ldsA
   ekuuh; iz/kkuea=h th us 14 vizSy ds vius lans'k esa COVID -19 ds fo:)
^^tku Hkh tgku Hkh** ds fy;s ,d&tqVrk ds lkFk iz;Ru djus dk vkokgu fd;k
FkkA v.Meku rFkk fudksckj iz'kklu COVID -19 ds foLrkj ij vadq'k yxkus o
izR;sd }hioklh ds LokLF; dh lqj{kk gsrq x`g ea=ky; }kjk tkjh fd;s x;s
Lockdown funZs'kksa dk 03 ebZ rd iw.kZr;k vuqikyu djrk jgsxkA

ge ekuuh; lkaln rFkk gj Lrj ij fofHkUu jktuhfrd nyksa ds elected
tu izfrfuf/k;ksa tSls iapk;rh jkt laLFkkvksa] PBMC bR;kfn ds fujarj lEidZ esa gS
rFkk mudk vewY; lg;ksx o Hkkxhnkjh iz'kklu dks fey jgh gSA ftyk Lrj ij
Hkh ge gj txg iapk;rh jkt laLFkkvksa esa fofHkUu nyksa ds elected
izfrfuf/k;ksa ds lg;ksx ls bl vkink ls eqdkcyk dj jgs gSaA blds lkFk gh
ACCI, Civil Society/ NGOs, Charitable Institutions, Volunteers vkfn Hkh iz'kklu
ds lkFk fey&tqy dj viuk lg;ksx ,oa Hkkxhnkjh fuHkk jgs gSaA

blds vykok ge Islands Development Agency ds ek/;e ls py jgs
Submarine OFC Project ftldk ekuuh; iz/kkuea=h th us f'kykU;kl fd;k Fkk mls
Central Govt. o BSNL ds lg;ksx ls Contract completion date ls igys gh
operationalise djkus ds fy;s iz;Ru'khy gSA blesa Chennai - Port Blair segment
dks expedite djkus ds iz;Ru tkjh gSa ;|fi ckdh segments esa dqN le; yx
ldrk gSA

eSa lHkh }hiokfl;ksa ls iqu% vkxzg djuk pkgw¡xk fd os /kS;Z cuk;s j[ks ,oa
O;fDrxr hygiene o sanitation dk /;ku j[krs gq, Social Distancing o Lockdown
ls lEcfU/kr le; & le; ij tkjh fn'kk funsZ'kksa dk xEHkhjrkiwoZd ikyu djrs
jgsa rkfd laØe.k dks vkxs c<+us ls jksdk tk ldsA eq>s fo'okl gS fd vkids
lg;ksx ds pyrs ge bl leL;k ij fot; izkIr djus esa vo'; lQy gkasxsA

                   t; fgUn!

Port Blair, Apr 16
Though A&N Islands receives over 3000 millimetres of rain every year, it faces acute shortage of
water during the summer months. The present water problem is on account of the absence of rain
from December, 2019 to till date, due to which the storage reservoirs could not get replenished
with water to the optimum capacity. Under the circumstances, rain water harvesting becomes the
need of the hour and the adoption of rain water harvesting practices by the residents and institutions
would go a long way in addressing the shortage of domestic water requirements in the near future.
Rainwater Harvesting is a simple, cost-effective and eco-friendly method of conserving water by
guiding the rainwater that falls from the rooftop through small diameter pipes to water chambers,
which in addition to recharging groundwater, can be used at a later date for domestic purposes
during times of need.
Hon'ble Lt. Governor, on various occasions, had stressed the importance and necessity of rain
water harvesting systems in these Islands, as a sustainable water conservation and storage measure.
Hon'ble Lt. Governor had also issued directions to APWD, PBMC and Rural Development / Panchayat
Department to strictly implement the provisions relating to Rain Water Harvesting (RWH) systems

Rain Water Harvesting-Need of the Hour
People urged to voluntarily install
Rain Water Harvesting System for

better water management

Port Blair, Apr 16
In order to prevent the outbreak of COVID-19 in
Port Blair City, the PBMC has taken the following
initiatives with the active participation of Elected
Representatives:
 Disinfection Service:-
Sanitary workers are frontline workers who are
working round the clock with Personal Protection
Equipments (PPE) such as mask, hand gloves, hand
sanitizers, etc and are deployed for sanitation in their
respective Municipal Wards.
 It is worth to mention that sanitation services
covers all 24 Wards including Quarantine Homes/
Hotels/Guest Houses. These Frontline Field Heroes
are deployed for sanitization at large footfall areas
including quarantine areas such as Bathu basti,
Junglighat, Mohanpura, Ratnam Market, Dignabad,
Round Basti, Sisty Nagar and Atlanta Point.
 PBMC has retrofitted water tanker into Mobile
Spraying Machine to disinfect areas at large.
 Water crisis:-
 PBMC has started Water Distribution through
Tankers by transporting water from Hutbay through

Pic shows disinfection process being carried out in
the presence of BJP State President, BJP State Vice
President, Secretary, PBMC and Councillor Ward

No.6. at Phongy Chaung area.

Active participation by elected representatives
of PBMC in fight against COVID-19

Frontline Field Heroes (Sanitary workers) deployed
for sanitation in all Wards

M.V.Campbell Bay vessel. It has augmented 300
tonnes of water to the existing distribution System.
Another 350 tonnes of water is being transported
from Rutland by M.V.Kalapani Vessel.
 Rejuvenating existing wells:-

(Contd. on last page)
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Decoding India's Covid-19
testing, State by State

By- Saikiran Kannan
Let's check it out, through a magnifying glass, which
part of India stands where in the process of Covid-
19 testing, individually.

Table 2: Description of Buckets
      The key metrics to be analysed here are the total

      How is India testing its population for the new
coronavirus? Are states/union territories reporting a
higher number of positive cases testing more people.
      According to the latest available figures, India's
"Testing Per Million (TPM)" ration stands at around
105.
Methodology
      India does not have a central repository to track
the testing metrics of all states. The data procured
for this analysis as per April 12 have been obtained
via manual inspection of daily health bulletins, news
reports and open-source platforms.
      Testing statistics from Telangana, Ladakh and
Puducherry are not available and, therefore, not
included in this assessment.
      The analysis categorises the states into multiple
buckets in terms of their population for the year 2020
(2020 estimates from the UN).

tests conducted (total samples), the number of
positives and cases, and the TPM people of a state
for coverage.

       The states are further categorised into four
different QUADRANTS -- or the Qs -- within
respective BUCKETS;
States in Q1 are doing better than Q2, and those in
Q2 are better off than Q3 and thereafter.
Analysis
Bucket 1:
Bucket 1 consists of smaller states. Most of the
North-East states fall under this bucket. The table
below shows testing progress as of April 12.
TABLE 3: BUCKET 1 testing stats
      The Andaman and Nicobar Islands reported
the best TPM stats. This is owing to its smaller size,
which makes it easier to expand testing coverage.
That said, Andaman and Nicobar also conducted the
second-largest number of tests in this bucket. It has
conducted more tests than other states, which are
much larger in the bucket.

(Contd. on page 2)

Port Blair, Apr 16
    More contributions have been received towards
Lt. Governor's Relief Fund in the wake of COVID-
19 on 16.04.2020. A delegation of members of the
Executive Committee of Polytechnic Students and
Staff Co-operative Society, operated by the staff and
students of DBRAIT, represented by Ms. S. Raji
(Secretary), Shri Sanjay Malhotra (Dean, Student
Affairs), Ms. Sapna (President, Student Council), Shri
Jayaprakash (Secretary, Campus), contributed
Rupees Three Lakh Seventy Five Thousand towards
LG's Relief Fund.
    Similarly, the Pentacostal Mission Society, A&N
Islands represented by Pastor. Joy Eapen (Bishop),

Contribution received towards
Lt Governor's Relief Fund

Bro. Mohan (Asst. Bishop), Bro. Babu (Worker
Brother), Dr. Dev Singh (Asst. Prof., ANCOL)

(Contd. on last page)

(Contd. on last page)
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24x7 CONTROL ROOM NUMBERS: 240126/232102/1077/1070
(Source: Principal Secretary (Health),

A&N Administration

Health bulletin for containment of COVID-19 

 
(No. 17/ 16th April 2020) 

COVID-19 STATUS AS ON 16.04.2020 
 Andaman & Nicobar Islands: 
Total Confirmed cases 11 
Cured/Discharged from Hospital 10 
Death 00 
Admitted at Hospital 01 
Migrated out of Country 00 
Outside Resident 00 

> Status of Hospitals: 
Name of 
Hospital 

Isolation Beds 
Available 

Occupied Positive Cases 
Admitted 

G B Pant Hospital, 
Port Blair 

50 01 01 

* No cases are admitted at Private Hospital. 
* The Health Condition of all +Ve cases are Normal and Stable.  
> Status of Sample Testing: 

Total Samples sent till date 1403 
Total Reports received till date 1211 
Total Pending Reports 192 

> House to house surveillance in three “Hot Spots” i.e. Atlanta Point, 
Mohanpura Masjid area and Biggiline area are conducted by District 
Administration with the help of Health Workers. 

> Intensive awareness is continued through print and electronic media. 
> 2020 passengers screened at VSI Airport till 24.03.2020 by medical teams.  
> Calls received at 102 - 199 calls. 
> 15 lines are activated in State Head Quarter Control Room and District 

Headquarter Control Room also set up at North & Middle Andaman 
District and Nicobar District. 

> 10 COVID-19 patient cured and now under observation. 
> 471 persons put under Institutional Quarantine as on today which includes 

passengers as well as contacts. 
SURVEILLANCE DATA 
Contacts put under Home Quarantine till date 344 
Contacts under Home Quarantine as on today 344 
Contacts completed 14 days period of Home Quarantine 111 
Persons under Institutional Quarantine as on today 224 ** 
Persons completed 14 days period of Institutional 
Quarantine 

247 

Passengers completed 14 days period of Quarantine 1812 
** The figure contains institutional Quarantine persons from passengers as well 
as contacts both. 

 

Staff Reporter,
Port Blair, Apr 16
    The Directorate of
Education has initiated
an alternative method to
provide lea rn ing
contents to the students
of Class VIII to XII at
their  home th rough
local  Doordarshan
channel and cable
network  in  order  to
facilitate the students
with learning activity
during the lockdown
period.
  As part of this initiative,
c lasses for  subjects
such as English, Social
Science, Mathematics
and  Science for  the
students of class VIII
to  IX  taken  by the
teachers  of  the
Education Department
was b roadcast  today
(Apri l 16)  in  South
Andaman Urban and
Rural  areas  upto
Jirkatang  in City Plus
-  Channel No.  -  705
f rom 10 am to 12
Noon. Speaking to the
Repor ter,  DT,  some
students who watched
the vir tua l c lasses
stated that the classes
were very beneficial for

Initiative of Education Department
Students shower praise on virtual classes

conducted through cable network

them as it helped them
to unders tand the
respective subjects.
     The lea rn ing
contents to the students
of Class VIII to XII will
continue up to April 30,
2020 in  the above

mentioned timings with
a repeat telecast from 6
pm to 8 pm (excep t
Sundays) .  The
schedule for the next
day's telecast is also
being scrolled in the
channel during the

session  for  the
informat ion of  the
students and parents as
well.
    Meanwhile ,  the
Doordarshan (Por t
Bla ir )  channel i s
scheduled to telecast

Encouraging COVID-19 Front Line PBMC Sanitary Workers

 In ward No. 14, the
work of rejuvenating the
existing wells was taken
up in the presence of Shri
N.K. Udhaya Kumar,
Chairperson, PBMC and
Shri B. Eswar Rao,
Councillor, Ward No. 14.
The above process will
start in all the 24 wards.
 Empowering Self
Help Group:-
 Self Help Groups is
one of the key pillars in
National Urban
Livelihoods Mission
(NULM). In collaboration
with the Andaman
Chamber of Commerce,
Self Help Groups have

Active participation ....
(Contd. from page 1)

been instrumental in making 5000 nos. of face masks.
  The PBMC has once again appealed to the general public to maintain social
distancing, stay calm and stay at home, a press release issued by the Secretary,
PBMC said here today.

while according building construction plan approval.
In Port Blair Municipal area, as per provisions of Port Blair Municipal Council  Building Bye-Laws
(Amendment),2018 which came into force from 21/02/2019, all the buildings in plots having more than
100 Sqm. should have rain water harvesting structures for collection of rain water. Recently, APWD has
advised all the departments of A & N Administration and Govt of India offices based in A&N Islands, to
mandatorily provide /construct Rain Water Harvesting structures for both residential and non-residential
buildings, providing for a minimum 30 days storage of water. The Rural Development /Panchayat Department
has also notified appropriate Rules, making construction of rain water harvesting structures compulsory in
the buildings in  rural areas, similar to Port Blair Municipal area.
Rain water harvesting being a sustainable water management practice, needs to be pro-actively adopted by
the general public to reduce their over-dependence on   municipal and departmental water supply. In view
of the immense benefits it provides during times of water scarcity, the general public have been requested
to voluntarily install Rain Water Harvesting systems in all individual houses, residential buildings and
commercial establishments, which will help in better water management. Interested residents may contact
the Office of Secretary (PBMC), Director (Panchayat) and Town Planner, APWD for details / guidance on
Rain Water Harvesting systems, an official release from APWD said here today.

Distribution of food to migrant
workers by ANC

People urged to...
(Contd. from page 1)

New Delhi, Apr 16
All the airlines will
refund the whole amount
of a ticket booked during
the f irst phase of
lockdown for both
domestic and
international f lights
against the request of
cancellation of tickets by
passengers.  The
Ministry of Civil Aviation
has issued an advisory to
Airlines in this regard for

All airlines to refund ticket
booked during lockdown

the tickets booked for
travel between the two
phases of  lockdown.

The Ministry said that if
a passenger has booked
a t icket  during f irst

lockdown period from
25th March to 14th April
for travel during same
period and beyond that
upto 3rd May, the airline
will refund the full
amount collected,
without levy of
cancellation charge. It
said the refund will be
made within a period of
three weeks from the
date of  request  of
cancellation.

Port Blair, Apr 16
    As part of  social
outreach and to help the
migrant workers who
have been stranded at
Port Blair,  Base
Victualling Yard (Port
Blair) under the aegis of

HQ Andaman Nicobar
Command visited the
Migrant Camp setup at
the State Senior
Secondary School,
Bathubasti yesterday.
    The team,
comprising of sailors of

BVY (PBR), distributed
lunch, provisions and
milk to over 150
migrants and volunteers
who have been housed
there.  In addition, an
informal lecture on the
merits of social distancing

and precautions required
to be taken to prevent the
spread of COVID-19 was
delivered by the Assistant
Base Victualling Officer,
a communication
from HQANC, Port Blair
said.

contributed a sum of
Rupees One Lakh.
    Meanwhile, on
15.04.2020, Dr. Pronob
Kumar Sircar, Tribal
Welfare Officer and Shri
Salim Mohammed, R/o
Garacharma contributed
a sum of Rupees
Eleven Thousand
and Rupees Ten
Thousand One
respectively towards the
LG's Relief Fund.
  All the above cheques
were received by Shri
Kulanand Joshi, Secretary
to the Lt Governor, A&N
Islands.

Contribution ...
(Contd. from page 1)

the learning contents
for  c lass  X and XII
throughout the Islands
f rom April 20,  2020
onwards from 5.15 pm
to 6.15 pm on all days
(except Saturdays and
Sundays).

New Delhi, Apr 16
 P rovide n t  Fund
Organization,  EPFO
has processed  three
l a kh  31  t hous a nd
claims disbursing an
amount  of  over  946
crores rupees in just
15 days. The Labour
M in i s t r y s a id ,  t he
provision for a special
withdrawal from the
EPF Scheme to t ide
over  the COVID-19
pandemic, as part of
the  Pra dhan  Man t r i
Garib Kalyan Yojana
package, has provided
t imely re l i ef  to  t he
working class of the
na t ion .  In  addit ion ,
284 crore rupees have
been distributed by the
exempted PF Trusts
under  t h i s  s c heme.
T he  M in i s t r y s a id ,
under this provision,
n o n - r e f u n d a b l e
w i thd ra w a l  t o  t he
ext en t  o f  t he  ba s i c
wages  and dearness
allowances for three
months or up to 75 per
c en t  o f  t he  a moun t
standing to member's
c r ed i t  i n  t he  EPF
account, whichever is
less, is admissible. The

EPFO settles 3.31 lakh claims in
15 days, disburses over Rs 946 cr

member can apply for
lesser amount also.

T he  M in i s t r y  s a i d ,
EPFO is committed to
s er ve  i t s  me mbe r s
during this crisis, and
E P FO  o f f i c e s  a r e
f u nc t i on i n g  t o
ma in t a i n  t h e
continuity of essential
s e rv i c e s  e ve n  i n

d if f icu l t  s i tuat ions .
T he  ava i l a b i l i t y  of
t h es e  f a c i l i t i e s
t h rou gh  on l i n e
services has brought
mu c h  r e l i e f  t o  t h e
n ee d y  s u b s c r i be r s
during the lockdown
period.



2 Friday
April 17, 2020Daily Telegrams 

Decoding India's Covid-19 testing ... (Contd. from page 01)

Figure 1: BUCKET 1 quadrant plot
       Andaman and Nicobar occupies Q1 owing to its impressive numbers.
Chandigarh and Himachal Pradesh in Q4 have some work to do in terms of improving their TPM numbers and lowering the
number of cases.
Others in Q3 have a very low number of cases. This may or may not be owing to a lack of testing as they have a very low
number of TPMs.

Figure 2: Tests v Positives (BUCKET 1)
       Chandigarh has the maximum percentage of positives amongst the tested samples. This is a matter of concern as its TPM
is not the biggest in this quadrant.
Bucket 2
Bucket 2 consists of medium-sized states that have a population range of 11 to 37 million.
        The best states in this bucket are Kerala and Delhi. More so Kerala, which now looks like the only state in India that has
managed to bend the curve and successfully treat a large chunk of positive patients.
Delhi is still having a high number of cases on a day-to-day basis.

TABLE 4: BUCKET 2 testing stats
       States like Jharkhand and Assam have a woeful TPM. It is important that they scale this up. Given how quickly and
easily the virus spreads, the states must ensure that more testing is carried out in the coming days.

Figure 3: BUCKET 2 quadrant plot
        Delhi's situation is also aided by a large number of private testing centres. They amount to a good chunk of their overall
testing numbers.
      The Nizamuddin cluster, of course, contributed to most of Delhi's cases.
In brief, Kerala is in the ideal quadrant of high TPM and low cases compared to others in Bucket 2.

Figure 4: Tests v Positives (BUCKET 2)
       Jammu and Kashmir and Haryana have a higher number of positives.
Haryana has a TPM of 134 with only 3,905 tests conducted but already has 195 cases as of April 12. That is a high five
percent positivity quotient.
Jharkhand is a worry. It is the largest state with the lowest TPM in the bucket.
Bucket 3
Bucket 3 features larger states. The ones that have a population in the range of 43 million-230 million.
      Surprisingly, Rajasthan has the best TPM number in this quadrant, followed closely by Maharashtra. The other states are
way down below when it comes to the TPMs.
       Both these states have tested a lot, with areas in Maharashtra already experiencing community spread and Rajasthan has
seen a huge spike in its positives over the last one week.

TABLE 5: BUCKET 3 testing stats
     Rajasthan and Maharashtra are in Q1 and Q2 respectively. The rest of the states are in Q3 and no state is in Q4 though
Tamil Nadu may soon progress to this dangerous quadrant (Q4).
      West Bengal has an abysmally low TPM of 25, which is a cause for concern because of its large population.
      The same goes with Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, which have a TPM of 55 and 51 respectively. Considering they are woefully
short of even reaching near the national average of around 105, one would hope that this delay in testing does not result in a
massive spike in cases across these states.
Karnataka looks to be in a good position as it has an above-average TPM with a low number of cases.
Gujarat is slightly starting to see an increase in its cases in spite of a decent TPM.

Figure 5: BUCKET 3 quadrant plot
       Tamil Nadu has a high percentage of positives among the tested samples owing to targeted testing of people who were
part of the Nizamuddin cluster. But we can see that this bucket has a high average when it comes to the percentage of positives
with many states recording above five percent of positives.

Figure 6: Tests v Positives (BUCKET 3)
SITUATION AS A WHOLE IN INDIA
India has been able to slowly increase the rate of testing over the last ten days. The worry is that most of the testing might
have focused on the Nizamuddin cluster.

Figure 7: Test v Cases (India)
But India, surprisingly, has not seen any other major cluster come to the fore.
There is also a talk of India ramping up testing using Rapid Antibody Test kits to ensure areas reporting community spread
can be covered quickly.
While these testing kits are useful, they are not foolproof. If they report a sample negative, an RT-PCR test may still be
required for re-confirmation.

Figure 8: Tests v Percentage Positives (India)
       As of Sunday, many states have seen delays in receiving the Rapid Antibody Test kits.
States must ensure they continue with RT-PCR tests with an increased coverage.

Figure 9: Day-to-day jumps since Janta curfew
        India has managed to stabilise the day-to-day increase in cases ever since the lockdown and thankfully has not yet
entered the exponential phase. But the country cannot afford to extend the lockdowns indefinitely.
        Lockdowns are basically circuit breakers that help buy states the time to ensure that the testing coverage is widened and
the hospitals are not overburdened.

(The writer is a Singapore-based Open Source Intelligence analyst)
(Source:https://www.indiatoday.in/news-analysis/story/decoding-india-s-covid-19-testing-state-by-state-1666587-
2020-04-13)
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Stop Global Warming
Protect future generations from the
harmful effects of global warming by
reducing emissions from power plants,
cars, factories and other sources

 Shipping : 245555
Women : 1091
Children : 1098
Coast Guard (Search & Rescue) : 1554
District Control Room : 1070 / 238881
Ambulance : 102

Police Control room : 100
Fire Service : 101
Coastal Security : 1093
PBMC Control Room : 245798
State control Room: 1077/234287
Extn : 328 / 231179

Daily Telegrams 

You too can help!!


